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INTRODUCTION 
 

  The Chief Executive announced on 28 May that a committee 

would be set up to gather views from all sectors of the community with a 

view to find a permanent way to commemorate the wonderful spirit of 

Hong Kong demonstrated in the fight against SARS (“

” ).  Extracts of the relevant 

transcript are at the Annex. 

 

 

FOCUS OF WORK 
 

2.  The committee will be looking at – 

 

(a) “what” Hong Kong should be commemorating? 

  

(b) “when” should the commemoration be held? 

 

(c) “how” the commemoration should be manifested? 

 

3.  We need to identify the actual substance of the commemoration, 

whether we are referring to the spirit? the people? the event?  

Irrespective of the target(s) or object(s) of the commemoration, we 

envisage this would be a combination of Hong Kong’s collective memory 

                                                 
+
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and an affirmation of our (Hong Kong’s) vital spirit.  

 

4.  The public are likely to have different ideas on the appropriate 

timing of the commemoration.  Even for those who have lost their loved 

ones in the fight, they may have different views.  On the other hand, the 

format of the commemoration may also have implications on the timing. 

 

 

POSSIBLE FORMATS OF COMMEMORATION 
 

5.  Divergent views on the format of commemoration are expected.  

A memorial has been widely reported in the press.  There have also been 

talks about having the whole event in print for future generations, naming 

a track of the country park, erection of a pavilion, etc.  Basically, the 

format can be either one of the followings or a combination – 

 

(a) a memorial date; 

 

(b) memorial activities; 

 

(c) a naming exercise;  

 

(d) a monument; and 

 

(e) recognition of individual(s). 

 

On the action side, we can have a city cleaning day.  Other than a 

memorial in physical form, we can have a scholarship, a trust, a dedicated 

area in the Hong Kong Museum of History, honours and decoration for 

individual hero(es), etc. 

 

6.  Whatever the outcome, the committee is to ensure that it has the 

support of the community at large, that they see it as a realization of their 

wish.  We envisage a wide canvass of views through public consultation 

at different forums. 

 
Home Affairs Bureau 
12 June 2003



 

 
Extracts from transcript of  

the Chief Executive’s Media Session on 28  May 2003 
 

 

x  x  x  x  x 

 

“

”

 

x  x  x  x  x 

 

 

“I am here today to announce two other matters of concern to the public.  

Firstly, I have decided to ask Patrick Ho, Secretary for Home Affairs, to 

establish an advisory committee.  The members of the advisory 

committee will be from the community at large.  And what does the 

advisory committee do?  I have said more than once that throughout this 

fight against SARS, Hong Kong people have demonstrated a unique 

quality which all of us should be very proud of.  I have said many times 

that our frontline medical workers, it is their effort, it is their sacrifices 

that have made what we have achieved today possible, and what this 

advisory committee will do will be searching for and gathering opinions 

from all sectors of the community with a view to find a permanent way to 

commemorate this wonderful spirit of Hong Kong.  The names of this 

advisory committee will be announced shortly and I will ask Patrick to 

submit a report before the end of June.” 

 

x  x  x  x  x 
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